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ARCHITECTS, DESIGNERS SHARE
THEIR INSIGHTS

ASHOK CHANDRA PANDA, MINISTER
OF STATE, TOURISM AND CULTURE,
ODISHA GOVERNMENT

DILIP RAY, OWNER AND CMD OF MAYFAIR
HOTELS & RESORTS HAS THE UNCANNY
KNACK FOR SELECTING THE PERFECT
LOCATION FOR HIS PROPERTIES.
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>l 48 Heritage rooms have a daybed set against a jarokha-style window, offering uninterrupted views of Bishangark's rural beauty.

THE MAKING OF
ALILA FORT BISHANGRAH

From a two-century old fort to a luxury resort, Hotelier India explores how Alila Fort
Bishangarh rebuilt the past to suit the future
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CHANGES UNDERTAKEN

« Upper and outer wings were adapted ta the
original fortification to carve out 59 suites
following the curved and sloping walls of the
existing turrets.

Roomis and restaurants were made to fit around
the original walls - two to three metre-wide in
many places

With no typical floor plan, there were 23 different
room configurations in all, the precise details of
which took some 1,800 hours to draw up.

23 venues were created for meetings and
celebratory events.

SUSTAINABILITY AND SIMPLICITY IN
DESIGN
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palace, as might be expected of a Ra-
jasthani heritage 'property. the design
direction is decidedly stark and spartan,
marked by clean and uncluttered inte-
riors judiciously woven with . Rajasthani
elements - jharokha-style windows,
stone jaali work, brass embossed panels,
Tarkashi (the craft of brass wire designs
inlaid in wood), hand block printed fab-
ric, old-style doors and wall frescoes with
Thikri mirror work. Local marble, granite,
carpets, fabrics, artefacts, lighting and
furpiiture all contribute to authenticate its
adaptive reconstruction

The result is a fortress that remains
completely at home in its setting, its
grand rmajesty respectfully preserved . in
a unigue marriage of history and moder-
nity that is truly 'surprisingly different’

The fort

forged in exceptional facilities and un-

now begins a new legacy
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
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The Dream Team:

Owmers/Directors: Rac Rajendra Singh, Suneet
Bagal, Atul Kapur
Development and Hospitality Consultant: Frederic

Simon

Architect: Sandeep Khandelwal
Interior Designer: Ritu Khardelwal
Landscape Designer: Mukul Goval
Lighting Designer: \inayak Diwan
Structural Engineer: | K. Verma
Site Management: Subhash Sehgal
PM Construction: Development2020
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